Internet Policy
The internet and its importance
The purpose of the Internet use in school is to raise educational standards, to promote
pupil achievement, to support the professional work of staff and to enhance the school’s
management of information and business administration systems.
The benefits if the Internet on education
•

Allow access to world-wide educational resources including museums and art
galleries.

•

Inclusion in government initiatives such as DFES ICT in schools.

•

Educational and cultural exchanges between pupils world-wide.

•

Access to experts in many fields for pupils and staff.

•

Staff

professional

development

through access

to

national

developments,

educational materials and good curriculum practice.
•

Communication with support services, professional associations and colleagues.

•

Improved access to technical support.

•

Exchange of curriculum and administration data with the LEA and DFES.

The Internet and how it enhances learning
The schools Internet access will be designed expressly for pupil use and will include
filtering appropriate to the age of the pupils. Pupils will be taught what is acceptable and
what is not acceptable and given clear objectives for Internet use. Internet access will be
planned to enrich and extend learning activities. Access levels will be reviewed to reflect
the curriculum requirements and ages of the pupils.
How pupils learn to evaluate Internet content
If staff and pupils discover unsuitable sites, the URL (address) and content must be
reported to the Internet Service Provider via the ICT team. The school will ensure that
the use of Internet derived materials by staff and pupils complies with copyright law.
Pupils should be taught to be critically aware of the materials they read and shown how to
validate information before accepting its accuracy.

E-mail and its management
E-Mail sent to external organization should be written carefully and authorized before
sending, in the same way as a letter written on school headed paper. The forwarding of
chain letters is not permitted.
The School Web Site and its management
Web site photographs that include pupils will be selected carefully and will not enable
individual pupils to be clearly identified. Pupil’s full names will not be used anywhere on the
web site, particularly in association with photographs.
Written permission from parents or carers will be obtained before photographs of pupils
are published on the school web site.
Chat rooms and Safety
Pupils will not be allowed access to public or unregulated chat rooms. Children should use
only regulated educational chat environments. This use will always be supervised and the
importance of chat room safety emphasized.
The authorized use of Internet access
The school will keep a record of all staff and pupils who are granted Internet access. The
record will be kept up to date. At Key Stage 1 Internet access will be adult demonstrated
with occasional directly supervised access to specific, approved on-line materials. Parents
will be informed that pupils will be provided with supervised Internet access.
How risks are assessed
In common with other media such as magazines, books and video, some materials available
via the Internet is unsuitable for pupils. The school will take all reasonable precautions to
ensure that users access only appropriate materials. However due to the international
scale and linked nature of Internet content, it is not possible to guarantee that unsuitable
material will never appear on a school computer. The school cannot accept liability for the
material accessed, or any consequences on Internet access.
The use of computer systems without permission or for inappropriate purposes could
constitute a criminal offence under the Computer Misuse Act 1990.
Methods to identify, assess and minimize risks will be reviewed regularly. The ICT team
will ensure that the policy is implemented and compliance with the policy monitored.

The use of Newsgroups and E-mail lists
Newsgroups will not be made available to pupils unless an educational requirement for their
use has been demonstrated.
Management of the filtering system
If staff or pupils discover unsuitable sites, the URL (address) and content must be
reported to the Internet Service Provider via the ICT Team. The ICT Team will ensure
that regular checks are made to ensure that the filtering methods selected are
appropriate, effective and reasonable.
Any materials that the school believes is illegal must be referred to the Internet Watch
Foundation.

Filtering strategies will be selected by the school in discussion with the

filtering provider where appropriate.

Where possible the filtering strategy will be

selected to suit the age and curriculum requirements of the pupils.
Staff consultation
All staff must accept the terms of ‘Responsible Internet Use’ statement before using the
Internet resources in school. All staff should be aware of the schools Internet Policy.
Staff should be aware that the Internet traffic can be monitored and traced to the
individual user. Discretion and professional conduct is essential. Staff development in the
safe and responsible Internet use and on the school Internet policy will be provided as
required.
How system security is maintained
The school system will be reviewed regularly with regard to security.
Virus protection will be installed updated regularly.
Personal data sent over the Internet will be secure.
Unapproved system utilities and executable files will not be allowed in pupils’ work area or
attached to e-mails.
Files held on the schools network will be regularly checked.
The ICT Team will ensure that the system has the capacity to take increased traffic
caused by Internet use.

Complaints procedure
Responsibility for handling incidents will be delegated to the Senior Leadership Team. Any
complaints about staff misuse must be referred to the Head.
Parental Support
Internet access will be handled sensitively to inform parents without undue alarm. Advice
on filtering systems and educational and leisure activities that include responsible use of
the Internet will be available to parents.
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